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For Moſes truly 5 04 — 
the Fathers, RY "Prophet 
N the Lord your God 
raiſe up unto you, of your 
Brethren, lite "unto me; 
yon bear in all 


Things whatſnever x be Joke . 


N 


e e 
it Jhall come to 9015 
that every Soul, which 
will not hear that Propher, 


ball be deſtroyed from 4- 
mong the People. 
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— HESE Words are E Cita- 

tion out of Deut. xviii, 
18, 19. and are applied by 
St. Peter to our Bleſſed Lord, 
dẽl2'?as ſpoken with reſpect to 
him. The Occaſion of the Diſcourſe, 
pm B wherein 
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| . this E on 
this: Peter and John, going up into the 
Temple, found there a Man lame from 


* CY was 


his Birth, whom they immediately heals 
ed, by commanding him in the Name 
of the Lord J» sus to riſe up and walk. 


The People that frequented the Tem- 


ple (it being then the Hour of Prayer) 


were filled with Wonder and Amaze- 
ment at what had happened; which 
Peter perceiving, he took Occaſion from 


thence" to preach" unto them the Lord 


Jesvs: Aſſuring them firſt of all, That 
the Miracle wrought was not owing 
to their own Power or Holineſs ; but 
that the Name of CHR IS only (thro! 
Faith) had done it, and given the Man 
that perfect Soundneſs, of which they 
all were Witneſſes: Even the Name of 


that Jes us, whom they had not only 


delivered up and denied in the Preſence 
of Pilate, but whoſe Death they had 
deſired and procured. This very I- 


sus (he goes on to tell them) had the 
Gop of their Fathers glorified, and 


raiſed up from the Dead, whereof he 
and the reſt of the Apoſtles were Wit- 


nelles; and of which the Miracle, they 
„ 
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had then wrought i in kits? \Wamei and 


thro Faith 1 in _ was a mn nn 
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urged by the Apoſtle, im Juſtification of 
CHrIis'T and of his Divine Commiſ- 
ſion. The Topicks were, The Reſurre- 
ction of CHRIST, their own: ſenſible 
Knowledge of it, and the further Con- 
firmation thereof, by the Power they 
had of Working Miracles in his Name. 


N Bur the Apoſtle, ſen6ble that be was 
ſpeaking to Fews, who were grievouſſy 
offended in CHRISITH; and the more 
ſo, becauſe of his Sufferings, of which 
they had been the Authors; goes on 


to obviate that Prejudice in theſe Words: 
And novo, Brethren, I wot that thro! 


Ionorance ye did it, as did alſo your. 
Rulers. But thoſe Things which Gon 


before had ſhewed by the Mouth of all 


his Prophets, that CHa is ſhould fuf< 


fer, he hath ſo fufilled. As if he had 
ſaid, I do not fay theſe Things to irri- 
tate or reproach you with. 155 Death: 
I _— it rather to your Ignorance, 
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than your Malice. But I mention it to 


fatisfy you, that your Prejudice againſt 


him, by reaſon of his Sufferings, is with- 


out juit Ground. For What happened 


to him in this reſpect was directly ſpo- 


ken of by your own Prophets, as that 
which: ſhould befall the Meſſiab; and 


what you did to him thro? Ignorance = 
tended to complete in him the e : 


ter menen e en: 
wy 546-4 3 "FF 10 | \n 
H AviNG thus anſwered their prin- 


cipal Objection, he exhorts them to Re- 
pentance, and to believe the Goſpel. 


* Repent therefore aud be converted, 


that your Sins may be blotted out, 
that the Times of Refreſhing may come 
from tbe Lo xD, and that he may ſend 


Jesvs Cun ist, zvho before was preach- 


ed unto you, whom the Heavens muſt 
receive, untill the Times of Reſtitution 

(or Conſummation) F all Things (that 
is, till all Things be accompliſhed) dh 
Gov bath ſpoken by the Mouth of all 


hi nitro fince the Warld began. 


Then follow the Words . che Text 
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Adds iii. 19. 
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Citation does not relate to the Verſe" 
immediately preceding, but to the Ex- 
hortation given at the rõth Verſe, with 
which it has a natural and neceſſary 


Connexion. And this will appear more 


clear by Reading them together: Re- 
Pe xt tb erefore aud be cauverted, that. 
your Sins may be blatted out. . For 
Moſes truly ſaid unto the Fatbers, 4 


Prophet ſhall the Lo RD your GO 
raiſe up ita you, of your Brethren, 
like nta ma; bin ſhall ye bear in all 
Things whatſaever he ſhall ſay unto 


you, And it ſhall come te paſs, that 


every Saul, which will not hear that 
Prophet ſhall be deſtroyed; fram among 
the People. In this light, the Words of 
Moſes are very proper to enforce the 
Apoſtle's Exhortation ; and thus applied, 
the meaning thereof will be plainly this, 
Since Gon has raiſed up his Son Jesvs, 
and thereby juſtified him againſt all your 


% 


Prejudice I adviſe you to repent of 
your Folly and Wickedneſs in putting him 


to Death: And that the Guilt thereof may 


not lie heavy upon you, be n * 
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and become obedient to his Doctrine; | 


remembring what Moſes hwnſelf- fias | 


told you, for whom ye pretend ſo great 
Veneration, That Go D would raiſe you 


up a Prophet like unto him. And who © 
more like to Moſes, than that IE SUS, 


whom ve preach unto you? And if 
Is sus be that Porphet like to Moſes, 
it is Moſes' s Advice, That. you ſhould 
bear him in all Things whatſoever he 
ſhall ſay unto yon. But if you hear 
him not, Moſes himſelf has told you. 
what the Event will be, That every 


Soul which will not hah that Pro. 
bet ſhall be defiroyed from among the 


People. Thus I have given a brief 
Account of the Prophecy, and the 
Manner in which it was 5 eee to 
er by St. Peter. 


Bur this Subject — require a more 


diſtint Examination: - Becauſe we are 
told, © That the Citations of Pro- 
« phecies from the Old Teſtament, ſaid 
to be- fulfilled in the New, do not 
& obviouſly, and literally, and agreea- 


© bly to the Context; relate to the Pur- 


7 pow for which * are cited by the 


” Authors 
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&« do fo plainly relate, in their obvious 

« and primary Senſe, to other Matters, 

“ than thoſe which they are produced 
. to prove, That the Ola and New 
N eſtament have no manner of Con- 

« nexion in that reſpect, but are in an 
« irreconcileable State +. ? Ihis is the 
Charge in general. But the Prophecy 
now before us, will (I believe) be found 

a very good Exception to this general 
Charge, becauſe in its obvious and. lite- 
ral Senſe it does more properly and 
ftitiiy relate to Cx Is than to any 
other: And in its full and complete 
Senſe, could (1 think) relate to none 
other, than him. For it was obſerved 
by Ezra; who out-lived the lateſt of the 


Jewiſh Prophets, That there aroſe not 


a Prophet in Iſrael like unto Men, © 

whom the Lo xD knew Face to Face, 

in all the Signs and the Wonders 

| which the Lo xp ſent him to do. But 
that J=svs did come up to Moſes M 
this and every other Reſpect will evi- 

dently appear, by comparing ſuch Paſ- 
ſages of the Old and New Teſtament toge- 

ther, 


hs Di — 7 the Grounds and Reaſons if the Chriſtian Re- 
. rage 120. + Ibid. p. 48. 
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ther, ene AQs of both” as re. 


IX is un, indeed, mother Conftr 


Gion has been made of the Werds of 
this Prophecy. It has been alledged 


as a Proof, That Go iatended to 
give the Jews 4 continued Succeſſion 


of - Prophets under the Legal Diſpen- 
fation. Whether this — a Fery 

a juſt one or not; it muſt be allowed, 
that it is neither obvious nor literal, 
On the other hand, There needs neither 


plicable t CHRIST; but the more 
rict and literal the Conſtruction we put 


on them, the more unavoidably will 
they referr to CHRIST, and next to 


impoſſible it will be to make them 


_—_ to any one but him. But 


to ſpeak more diſtinctly on this Head, 
I fhall obſerve the following. Me- 


J. 


L. 18 WALL offer "OR Argument to 
prove that this Prophecy -does in 
its natural and gennine Senſe, di- 

| "Ry relate to r and that 

2 8 


Figure nor Allegory to make them ap- 


II 
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C913)... + 
it never was fully ad ie com- 
rare. in any one, but him. 1.113 


I. Surren It ; ought to- be uiider 
ſtood of a Series or Succe ſion of Pro- 
Phet, that (even in that Senſe) it 
would, without the Help of Figure 
or Allegory, be juſtly applicable to 
CARISTT, and will afford room for 
ſolid and ſubſtantial Reaſoning in Ju- 
ſtifieation of Him and his Doctrine. 
From whence I {hall take Oecaſſon 


u.. o remove me ales 8 | 


and - Difficulties raiſed about the 
Proofs offered in Favour * " Chit 
Aianity. And, | | 

L I SHALL offer ities Argunients 
to prove, That the Prophecy in dif- 


pute does, in it's natural and genuine: 


Senſe, directly relate to CHRIST, and 


that it never was fully and ſtrictlyj com- 
pleated in any one, but Him: The Pro- 
phecy is a very plain one, ſo plain, that 


one would hardly think it capable of 
different Conſtructions. A particular Pro- 


Phet is ſpoken of. It is ſaid, that he 


C ſhould 
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(10) 
ſhould be of their nn . is, 
an Iſraelite.) Theſe are general Chara- 
Qters, ſuch as are applicable to any of 
the Prophets under the Jewiſh Diſpen- 
ſation. But the Words that follow con- 
tain a very remarkable Reſtriction, Like 
unto me (that was Moſes.) A very ule- 
leſs and a very improper Addition, if 
it were intended only of a Series 5 
Prophets, who ſhould ſucceed Moſes in 
an ordinary Way! For that ſettled Or- 


der of Prophets were in no peculiar Senſe 


like unto Moſes, They had no ſpecial 


Commiſſion, - they had no new Law, 
no new Inſtitutes of Religion to pub- 


liſh; they had uſually no Credentials, no 


Seals of a Divine Commiſſion. Their : 
Buſineſs in ſhort was, to explain, and | 


inculcate the Practice of, the Law al- 


ready given by Meſes. Nor is it ſup- 


poſed, that they were: infallibly direQ- 
Ed even in this : For it is obſerved of 
many of their Prophets, that they erred 
in Viſion, and ſtumbled in Judgment. 
Wherein then was that Likeneſs ſo par- 
ticularly taken Notice of in the Pro- 


phecy? Did it conſiſt in being of the 


| ame Proſeſſion and Family with Mo- 
| ſes ? 


hk, fue ft, foi, A froek 


alt" Sis 


22 


* ? in theſe mw r were = 
him; but this could not be the Simi- 
litude intended; becauſe theſe are "iſ 
particularly pecified, and the Likeneſs to 
_ Moſes is an additional Character, Which 
we find explained in the following 
Words: And Iwill put my Words in hi 
Mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak unto them all 
that I command him. Which Paſſage 
plainly ſuppoſes an extraordinary Com- 
miſſion, beſpeaks a Prophet immediately 
ſent from Gop with ſome new Reve- 
lation, to publiſh, as from Gop im- 
mediately, ſomething not before re- 
vealed. © 36/4» en OIh8 


I App further, That the Prophet 
here ſpoken of, was to give ſome extra- 
ordinary Sign or Proof of his Commiſ- 
ſion, otherwiſe he was to be rejected; 
Thou ſhalt not be afraid of him. Now 
it is not ſo much as pretended, that the 
ſettled Order of Prophets, whole Buſi- 
neſs it was to explain and inculcate the 
Law already given, had conſtantly, or 
were uſually to have, any ſuch Credens 
tials of a Divine Commiſſion. It was 
not expected, that they ſhould give 
e | 6 any 


confirmed, whea it was firſt delivered. 
But the Prophet, here ſpoken of, is ſup- 
poſed to have ſomething particular and 
to reveal, ſomething that 
required a Sign to give it Weight, and 
to confirm his Authority that revealed 
it. For the Objection being ſtated *, 
How ſhall we know the Mord which 
the Lox D bath not ſpoken? It is an. 


ſwered . When's Prophet” ſp eaketh 


iu the Name ef tbe Loz 0p. Fir the 
Thing follow not, nor come to paſs; 


that is the Thing which: the LoxD 


bath not ſpoken ; but the Prophet hath 


ſpoken it preſumptuonſly 4 hon 0 * 


1 raid of W 


I ny tho we allow — were at 


Aiſſerons Times extraordinary Prophgts | 
under the Law, who had extraordinary 


Credentials of their Commiſſion; yet 


they were not compared to Moſes or 


reckoned like him. IT chief Of their 


Buſineſs was, to interpoſe in Times of 


groſs Corruption, when the Law had 
been remarkably neglected; to awak- 
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any Sign to confirm a Doctrine before 
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en Men, ach ki voni Signs, ot 
by ſevere Threatnings and Denuncia- 
tions of Vengeance, to a Senſe of their 
Duty. Whereas the Buſineſs of Moſes 

was, to deliver to them, as from Gos 
immediately, à new Syſtem of Religi- 
on, Statutes. and Ordinances and Judg- 
ments, to be the rule of their Conduct. 
And in 'this reſpect there was none like 
to Moſes, none that reſembled him in 
this principal Part of his Character, till 
CHRIS’ came to eſtabliſh a new Co- 
venant with us, and to teach us the 
way of Go more r 1 @ 


An o it 1 to me very plain f Kom 
the Context, that there was a direct 
and particular View to the Introduction 
of this New Diſpenſation. For the 
Prophet having told them, that G05 
would raiſe them ap another, like un- 
to him, at the Fifteenth Verſe; and call- 
ing to mind, how much they were ter- 
rified at hearing: the Voice of 'G © p, 
and ſeeing the great Fire upon the 
Mount, when the old Diſpenſation was 
delivered!; He tells them, that G05 
bad regard to What they then deſired, 

* ing, 


en) 


ſaying, Lit ne not "hear again the 


Voice of the Loxv my Go d, neither 


Tet me ſee this great Fire" any more 

That therefore, inſtead of! introducing 
the New Diſpenſation in the ſame ter- 
rible manner, He would raiſe tbem up 
4 Prophet, put Words into hic Month, 
and he ſhould ſpeak unte them what- 
ſoever Go p aal think: fit to com- 
mand, and it ſhould not be uſhered 
in with a. terrible Voice as the Law 
was. Let any one judge, whether ſuch 


2 Caution could have been in any wiſe 


needſul, if he had been ſpeaking only 
ot the Old Law, and of the manner, in 
which it ſhould afterwards be incul- 
cated ? It could never have entered in- 
to the Thoughts of any Maa to ſuſpect, 
that Gov would continue to teach them 
the ſame thing over and over again in 
the ſame terrible manner. But, ſuppo- 
ſing the Prophet to be ſpeaking with re- 
ſpe&t to a New Revelation, the cau- 
tion was plainly neceſſary : Becauſe they 
would naturally have apprehended, if 


this Caution had not been given, that 


the New One would be introduced, as 
the Old Oue had been before it. 
Tuus, 


by * - 12 
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1 Hus, "Whether we - otter the 
Words by ' themſelves, or with relation 
to the Context, they are ſtrictly and 
properly applicable to none, but a par- 
ticular extraordinary Prophet, ſuch as 
 CuarisT was, by whom a New Diſ- 
penſation was to be introduced. But 
however for Argument's Sake, let us 
ſuppoſe that the Words of this Prophecy 
were intended indefinitely of à Series. 
or Succeſſion of Prophets, it will not- 

withſtanding oy appear. 


T » e 
T 


II. Tur, even in this indefi- 
nite Senſe, it is, without the help of E- 
gure or Allegory, juſtly applicable to 
CarisT, and will afford room for 
ſolid and ſubſtantial reaſoning in Juſti- 
fication of Him and his Doctrine: To 
make this matter clear, I will alter the 
reading of the Prophecy, ſo as to ex- 
preſs that indefinite Senſe, which ſome 
have put upon it. I will raiſe them up 
a Succeſſion of Prophets from among 
their Brethren, like unto thee, and I 
will put my Words in their Mouths, 
and they ſhall ſpeak · unto them all that 
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I ſhalt command them: And it ſhall 
come to paſs, that whoſoever will not 


hearken to my Words, Which they ſhall 


fpeak in my an ** N gains it of 5 
them. We 


Now! 1 A it i he- 0 


chat taking the Words in this Latitude, 
they are at leaſt as applicable to Cuxisr, 
as to any one of that Series or Succeſ- 


fron of Prophets, ſuppoſed to be meant 
thereby. He gave as many, as great, 
as unconteſted outward Signs. of his 
being a Prophet, as any one that had 


paſſed before-him under that Character. 


He was alſo indiſputably one of their 


Brethren : And if there was any Tribe, 
out. of which a greater Prophet than or- 


dinary, was to ariſe, He was of that 


Tribe alſo. He was like to Moſes, not 


only in Birth and Office, but alſo in all 
the remarkable Parts of his Character. 
As a Lawgiver, He has viſibly, and in 


a Manner obvious to common Senſe, 
greatly improved and perfected the Law 
given by Moſes; and alſo purged it 


' from a great many corrupt Gloſſes and 
| Interpretations put upon it by the 


Jewish 


„K © © ©, Das 8 ** 3 
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Z 8 
ſewiſl People. In his Behaviour and 
Conduct, he plainly diſcovered as great 
Steadinkſa Integrity, as great Meek. 


neſs and Patience, as much Prudence 
and good-Temper, as Moſes did: Nor 

can we do his Character Juſtice, withs 
out ſaying, that He far exceeded | 
in all theſe, and every other Goalie 
G and Diſpoſition. 


And if any one ſhould ask, Peg © 
ſes puts the Caſe, How. ſhall we knew 
that he had a Divine Commiſſion, ' that 

Gop: put 'Words into his Mouth, and 
that he taught nothing but what G 
commanded him? We are willing He 
ſhould be tried by Mo/es's' Rule, That 
if the Th:ug (or Sign he gave) follgww- 
ed not, neither came to paſs, that then 
the Lox O hath not ſpoken by him. 
This was the Method the Fews took 
with him, when he acted and taught 

as a Prophet. Maſter, (they ſaid) we 
mould fee a Siga from thee: What 
Sien ſheweſt thou, that thou Joſt theſes 
Things ? And tho? he had been always 
working Signs and Wonders among 
them, in ſuch a Manner as was wever 

1 D N 
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ſeen in Iſrael; yet he indulged: them 
and gave them a Sign, ſuch as Man 
never gave, ſuch as no falſe Prophet 
could attempt to give, 'Deſtroy this Iem- 


ple (meaning his Body) and in three 


Days time I will raiſe it up again: At 
another time more explicitly, calling it 
tbe Si u of the Prophet Jonas; that as 
Jonas had been three Days and three 
Nights in the Whale's Belly, ſo ſbould 
; the Son of Man be three Days and three 
Nights in the Heart of the Earth. As 
much as to ſay, You queſtion my Au- 
thority, you ſuſpect me as a falſe Pro- 
phbet, and, as ſuch, you go about to 
kill me: Let your Purpoſe be effected, 
and ſee if Gop will not vindicate me 
from this falle Aſperſion. If I am a falſe 
Prophet, you are commanded by your 
Law to put me to Death; and you 
may well imagine, that, if I die for 
ſpeaking falſely in the Name of the 
Lo xp, He will not interpoſe to reſcue 
me, nor ſuffer me to be reſcued, from 
ſo juſt a Puniſhment: And yet you ſhall 
ſee Gov interpoſing on my Behalf in 
the moſt remarkable Manner, and in 
three Days time reſtoring. me to Life 
. Oo” again, 


"Can 


again, thereby diſannulling your unjuſt 
Sentence againſt me, and recommend- 
ing me to the World, as a Prophet the 
moſt highly favoured of him, for whom 
this Inſtance of n Power ſhall 
be firſt exerted. | 


8 UPPOSE & that this Prophecy 
was not. intended to point out any par- 
ticular Prophet; but let us take it as a 
general Direction, what Prophets they 
ſhould receive, and whom they ſhould 
reject. Was not CHRIS , in every 
Reſpect, ſuch a Prophet as is here de- 
ſcribed ? Is there any one Character gi- 
ven, which was not ſtrictiy applicable 
to him? Was there any Qualification 
wanting in CHRIST, which is here re- 
quired? Or, was CHRIST chargeable 
with any thing, for which a Prophet 
ought to be rejected? If this therefore 
be a general Direction to try their Pro- 
phets by; how are the Jews juſtified in 
rejecting him? Were they not hereby 


required, If a Perſon ſhould offer him- 
ſelf to them, under ſuch and ſuch Cha- 


racters, and with ſuch and ſuch Quali- 


nn to hearken to him, and receiye 
| | D * -:; him, 
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him, as a Prophet come from Gop? 


And did not CHRITS T anſwer all thoſe 

Characters? Had he not all thoſe Qua- 
lifications? What good Reaſon then had 
they to reject bim, Which did not e- 
qually oblige them to reject all that went 


before him? Why was Jaiab to be re- 


\ceived, and Ca xk Isxr refuſed? What 
did Elijab or Eliſba do, which CuRIST 
did not equal or even exceed? Which 
of all the preceding Prophets reſembled 


Mot es more than He? Which Prophet 
was better juſtified according to the 


Rule preſcribed by Moſes, for diſtin- 


-guiſhing a true from a falſe Prophet, 


than He was? Did He not, as Moſes 
required, give them a Sign, a moſt 


-aftoniſhing Sign, ſuch, as no Prophet 
ever gave? And was not that Sign, un- 


uſual and unlikely as it was to come 
to paſs, completely verified ? Did not 


_-Govo. alſo further juſtify Him. accord- 
ing to this Prophecy, in puniſhing them, 


who would not hearken to Him, as He 
Aid: he would do to ſuch, as would not 
hearken to that Prophet, whom. He 
ſhould ſend? Did not that Generation 
| Winch condemned Him, ſuffer in the 

Ry moſt 


2 


. ea 


— 
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CSE) 
moſt lamentable and unheard of Mars - 
ner? And do not their Poſterity, Whe 


ſtill continue to reject Him, ſtill lie un- 


der the ſame Curſe ? For from that 
Time to this, they have not been ſuffer- 
ed to be any more a People; but inſtead 
of being (according to their original 
Inſtitution) a People ſeparated ſrom the 
reſt of the World for the Service of 
Gov, they have been diſperſed over the 
Face of the whole Earth, and are fe 
ſerved as laſting Monuments of the ex. 
act Completion of the Words of theit 
own dete | 


'Ho W juſtly a Crxtsr 
and his Apoſtles appeal to theſe Words 
of Moſes? Take them in which Senſe 
you will, they that reject him are con» 
demned der Take them in a tri 
Senſe, as reſpecting ſome particular Pro- 
Phet, and they are applicable to none 
but CAR IST. Take them in a: lates 
tude of Signification, as ſpolcen indefinite. 
ly, of a Succeſſion f Prophets, and this 
way CHRIST muſt be included; nor 
can He be excluded, without excluding 
all the — that went before Him, 


and 
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| tirely inſignificant. 


I nor then I have ſet this Pr ophe⸗ 
cy, and the Reaſoning from it in ſuch 
a Light, as not to need the Help of 
| Figure or Allegory to make it applica- 
ble to CHRIST. You ſee we can rea- 
ſon from it Aricily and according to 
Schalaſtick Rules; and the Arguments 
drawa from thence have as much Force, 
as the Authority of Moſes can give 


them. But to ſet this Matter beyond. 


Exception, I will proceed in the 


11. Ano laſt Place, To conſider 


ſome Objections and Difficuleies raiſed 
againſt the Proof, which we have 


drawn from hence in Favour of Chri- 


ſtianity. It may perhaps be objected, 


That the Rule, here preſcribed by Mo- 


ſes for the Tryal of Prophets, will ad- 


mit of ſome Exceptions: Becauſe it is 


ſuppoſed, that a falſe Prophet may give 


a Sign, and that Sign may come to pals. 
The Words are: * If there ariſe a- 


Mong ou a th and "res thie 
| 


x Deut. Xl. I, CC. 


and thereby making the Prophecy en- 


n AW. WT. C77 ff... a Eats 


, 
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a Sien, or a Wonder, and the: Sign or 


the Wonder come to paſs, whereof 'he 
ſpake unts thee, ſaying, Let us go af 
ter othbæ gods; Thou ſhalt not 
hearken to the Words of that Prophet. 
This (I think) is the only Exception 


made by Maſes to the forementioned 
Rule: and we readily admit it. But 
can any thing be gathered from thence 


to juſtify the Fews in rejecting Cuxlsr ? 
Nothing. CarisT was fo far from 
being liable to this Exception, ' that He 
was more than ordiaarily juſtified from 


it. He was fo far from attempting, 


His Docirine was ſo far from having 
any Tendency to pervert them from the 
Worſhip and Service of the One Onely 


True Gop; that his Doctrine brought 


over the Heathen World, who had from 


Ages immemorial followed ſtrange Gods, 

to the Worſhip of the Gop of Iſrael. 

In this moſt important Particular, He 
did vaſtly more than Moſes and all the 


preceding Prophets (for many Ages) 
had done before Him. They were hard- 
ly able, with all their Endeavours, to 


| preſerve that One People free from Ido- 


latry. His Doctrine brought over whole 
Nations 
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Nations, at; People, and nn 


Reer 


(24 "© 


from the Idolatry, which they 7 
ways been. bred up in, and which had 


been handed down to them from their 


Forefathers for many Generations. Nor 
was He hereby only juſtiſied from 'the 


Exception made by Moſes: But ſtill 


much more a, in the Completion of 
the maſt clear, frequent, and remark- 
able Prophecy, that is to be met with 

in all the Old Teſtament. He became 
hereby, in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the Pro: 


tiles. Thro' him all the Ends of the 


Earth remembred themſelves, and turu- 


ed unto the LoD. 4 From: the ri- D 


feng of the Sun to the going down of the 
ſame, the Name of G o p became great 


among the Gentiles. Upon this Ac- 


count, All the Nations of the Earth 


might truly be ſaid, to be bleſſed in 
Him; and in this Reſpect the Heather 


had the greateſt Reaſoz to praile Him, 
Who can conſider this ſurprizing Pro- 


phecy, delivered at ſome Times when 
Irael itſelf was ſinking under Idolatry, 
une Woes” was the leaſt Probability 

8 imaginable 


* Ifa. . . | Plal, XXI. 27. + Mal. xi. * Gen. xii.3- . 
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 Henfions of GO p, or repreſents as true, 


imaginable: of its Cotrphiticn a ut [2 
be ſtruck wich the © more ſurprixing 


Completion of it! Conſider the Event, 
how every Way worthy of G it 

was! How unlikely, that any Diabels. 
cal Power ſhould be engaged in ik 


How, not only without, but againſt | 
human Means vigorouſly employed tb 


diſcourage it, it ſucceeded under the 
Influence of hs Name and Doctrine; 


and tt mult be owned, He was the Per- 


ſon fore-ordained of G op to ſerve this 


great and glorious Purpoſe. ' © 


. 
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12 it ſhould" be urgel fuitticr, Ti 
(according to Moſes) Miracles are not a 


ſure Sign of a Divine Commiſſion, be- 


eauſe it is ſuppoſed, that a falſe Pro- 
phet may work Miracles. I anfwer to 


this, That no Doctrine, which con- 


tradiets our natural Notions and Appre- 


any Thing that can clearly be proved 


to be falſe and abſurd, ought to be re- 
ceived, tho? Miracles ſhould be wroughr 


to confirm it. But then T add, That 


eden, of his is Kind, Miracles are de- 
E 


N 


is liable to no Ex- 


5 6 


cording to the 014 Teſtament) a fins. 
Sign of a Divine Commiſſion. And if 
we: have any juſt A pprehenſions of God, 
it is -moſt reaſonable to conceive, 
that Gop will never ſuffer greater Mi- 
racles to be wrought for our Deluſion, 
than for Confirmation of the Truth. 
Becauſe upon this Suppoſition, Miracles 
would be no Proof at all: And if ſo, 
they would never have been given, 
they would never have been preſcribed 
by Goo, as Teſts of a true Prophet. 
But tis manifeſt paſt Contradiction, 
that they were ſo preſcribed and ap- 
plied in the Old Teſtament ; and that, 
according to all the Rules there pre- 
ſcribed for the Tryal of Prophets, 
CurisT was 2 True one; having 
given the ſame Proofs, and even great- 
er in their Kind, of his being ſuch, 
than any other acknowledged Prophet, | 
than even Mo/es himſelf, who was the _ 
| 


Founder of their Religion. . 


. Is it ſhould yer be urged, That tho? © | 
Cnnisr did give the uſual Proofs re- = 
. quiſite in a true Prophet, nevertheleſs, | 
by pretending to be a particular ex- 


1 traordinary Prophet PII of in 
q 5 a 


Wee 


the Old Ti eftament;- which Prophecies 


were not compleated in him, He _ . 


in proved himſelf an Impoſtor, and 
| eee ought to be rejected: We 
are ready to own, that this Objection is 
of great Weight, if it were i afficiendly 
proved. But the Proof requiſite to ſup- 
port it, is entirely wanting. It is not 
attempted to be proved, That there 
are Prophecies of the Old Teſtament 
relating to the Meſſiab, which were not 
fulfilled in our Saviour Cu RIS TH: But 
on the contrary, it is inſinuated, That 
there was no ſuch Prophet directiy 1 
ſpoken of therein. In anſwer whereto 
we inſiſt, That there are a great ma» 
ny clear Prophecies, which in their 
Literal: and Obvious Senſe muſt be 
underſtood of ſome extraordinary Pro- 
phet, which had no manner of Com- 
pletion, but in CHx IST. If it be not 
ſo; Let them tell us when, and by 
| whom, that New Covenant, ſpoken of 


by the Prophet Jeremy *, was intro- 


duced. And if they -pretend, That no 


Ne Covenant was intended; let them 


ſhew us what the Prophet means, by 
10 e er 


N. xuxl. 7, 


Ss + 


talking .of 2 Covenant quite different 


from the former, and ſaying, That it 


| ſhould: not be according to the Cove- 
#ant,' wich Gop made with their 
Fathers, when be brought them out of 
the-Land of Egypt. Let them tell us, 


Which of the Seed of Abraham it was 


##: whom all the Nations of the Earth 
. gre bleſſed ; who beſides CHRIS 

has yet appeared 4 Light to the Gen- 
tiles, and for Salvation to the Ends of 
the Earth +: When that other Prieſt 


of ' Melchizedeck's Order aroſe, ſpoken. | 


that Time is to expire, fixed by the 
Prophet Daniel, for making Reconci- 
li ation for Iuiquity, and bringing in 


everlaſting. Righteouſneſs : When 


that other Fountain was opened for 
| Sin and for Uncleanneſs * N; .where- 
with, not the Jews only, but many 


Nations alſo ſhould be ſprinkled, or 


Purified + : Who, beſides CARIST 
has made hir Soul an Offering for Sin, 


. —— Kit. 3. 1 165 xlix. 6. W 
Ly Dan. ix. 2 OE Zech. xi 1. T1 IIa. Iii. 15 
* Ibid. Iii. 5, 10. ; 


* 


y whoſe Stripes, we may hope to be 
be ale d Fats Let them 1 oy) ſhew 
| Ved us, 
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us, When, and in hom Theile, and. 
many more clear, expreſs: Prophecigg 
of like Nature, were fulfilled., On theſg 
we build our Notion of a Meſſtabh, and 
theſe we ſay were exaliih fulſilled im 
Cnn.t%'s, ants in 3 Nr 
Moves. 5 975 | 


Bur at wh ke: us — what 
is ſo ſtrenuouſly contended for, That the 
Paſſages of the Old Teftament, cited and 
applied to CHRIS, do not ſo ſtriths 
ly relate to Him, but in their teral 
and obvious Senſe they may be applicable 
to other Matters: Yet fill it will ap- 
pear, That the Jews were obliged ta 
receive Cu Rx IST, as a True Prophet, 
and to acknowledge Him to be, whar 
He ſtyled himſelf, the Meſiab. For ib 
has been proved already, That they 
had ſufficient Grounds, according to the 
Rules given them by Moſes: to try 
Prophets by, to receive Him as @ True 
Prophet. If ſo; let us conſider, What 
the Buſineſs: of a Prophet was: It Was, 
either to explain, or to retrieve from 
Miſtakes and Corruptions, à former 
Revelation; or elſe to diſcover ſomes 


rg 


(#). 


thing not before revealed. If Sanin 

then was a Prophet (that is, if He 

brought with him the uſual and ne- 

ceſſary Credentials of his being ſuch, 
as IT have already proved He did d then 

He had, by his Prophetick Office, Au- 

thority to interpret and explain a for- 

mer Revelation. This being granted, 

I would ask, Whether it be not con- 
ſiſtent with this Power of Interpreting, 
to diſcover a further View, had in 
ſome Paſſages of Scripture, than what 

the Letter of them obvioally expreſs? 


* . 


iin 
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I own, it e render a 4 
ſuſpected, ſhould he, under Pretence of 
Interpreting a former Revelation, en- 
deavour to eſtabliſh any Notion contra- 
dictory to the clear, obvious, natural. 
Conſtruction and Deſign of it. But 
nothing of this Kind can be objected 
to Ons, or his Apoſtles. If at 
any time they apply a Paſſage to pF 
Cnx1sT, which had perhaps a former 

Completion; they do not: preſs this * 
Application i Oppoſition to the for- 11 
mer; but allowing the former, they 1 5 N 
take N otice of a further Completion 
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thereof in CHRIS T. Toriugance in 
one of this Kind: St. Matthew applies 
thoſe Words of Pn, Out of. Egypt 
have I called my Son , to CHRIS T 
Return out of Egepr. But the Apo- 
ſtle does not ſay, that they are appli- 
cable only to Cu RIS r, or that they 
may not be underſtood of Go ps brings 
ing the Children of 1/rae} out of Egypt. 
All that can be gathered from the Evan» 

geliſt's Application of this Paſſage 'to 
our Bleſſed Lo x o, is this: That Gop 
intended that remarkable Event, be- 
falling the Children of Jrael, his 2b. 
minal or adopted Son, to anſwer to 
another Event, which - ſhould. befall 
CHRIST his real Son. And is there 
any thing in ſuch an Obſervation, in- 
conſiſtent with the Character of an in- 
ſpired Interpreter; Or is there any 
thing ſo abſurd or improbable in this 
Application, as to render the Prophet, 
that makes it, (who has all the uſual 
and neceſſary Proofs of a Divine Com- 
miſſion) juſtly ſuſpected? It cannot be 
thought a thing improbable; that Gop 
(oa whom VS depends) Jiould, 


L Yas 10 ; in 


5 85 Hoſ. xi. I. 


1 a 


* 
mn ads Event, Have Rempec 
unto another: And this is all that is 
ſuggeſted by St. Matthew, in applying 
the e per, Pp e to 808 unis TH. 


20 


— Tuts 1 think a cufficient Vindich 
tion of the. Apoſtles, in apply ing — 
Paſſages of the Old Teſlament in a ty. 
Firal or ſecondary Senſe ro our Bleſſed 
Lok. But this Conduct of theirs 
will appear much more juſtifiable, if 
we conſider, that the Perſons living 


under the old Diſpenſation, had gene - 


rally a Notion, that their Scriptures 


' Had in many Places a further View, 


khan what was literally) expreſſed; and 
did themſelves often put a Senſe upon 
them, beſides the dirett and obvious 
el And f would ask any impartial 
Perſon, Whether it was not properly 
the Buſineſs of a Prophet "legally qua- 
Aued to interpoſe in ſuch a Caſe, to 
do that i certainly, by his Prophetick 
Office and Aufiority, which they at- 
_ tempted,” but With a great deal of 

Uncertainty, without it? And then TI 
would ask, Whoſe Interpretation, in 
| Gale of * D ou ught to be 
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preferred, his or theirs?! Let any one 
but conſider” the Circumſtanees of . 
ſer and CHRIS, compare the AGs 
and Miracles recorded of both; the 
excellent and ſhining "Qualities; / that 
appeared in the Lives of the one and 
the oeh, he will find no Reaſon to 
+ think, but that CuRIsT was as truly 
inſpired in the Interprerarivn of 'the - 
Old Fs as Mo Moſes was in nn Deli 85 r 
of i it. Rf 72 1 


er . | » wh 
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"Bp 1 aal 12 from hinting, ilk 
Cunts and his Apoſtles put their 
Defence of Chriſtianity upon any typi- 
cal Application of Paſſages out of the | 
Ola Teſtament, their Cauſe did not need 
it, nor do 1 lo upon ſuch Citations as 
Argunients uſed" to ſupport their Au- 
; thority; bit as Interpretatiour of the- 

- on Teſtamant, Which have the Apo- 
ſtles Authority to ſupport them. We 
had perhaps never known, that thoſe 
Words of Hoſeab, Out of Bgypr habe I 
called my Son, had any Relation to the 
Me ſiab, if it had not been revealed to 
us by Cittsr or his Apoſtles. And 
now it is revealed, we do not urge it 
1, Len pv as 
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as a Proof, that JIEsus was the Meſ. 
ab; but having firſt found out the 
| Meſſiah, we admit the Application, be- 
cauſe. it was made by Him, or by x 
Perſons having Commiſſion from Him. 
Tux Prophecies upon which we | 
build our Notion of a Meſſiab, and by | 
which we prove, that CHRIS T was | 
the Perſon intended thereby, are of a 
different Nature, they are direct and 
Full to the Purpoſe; in their literal 
and obvious Senſe applicable to CurisT, 
and in no tolerable Senſe applicable to 
any other Perſon whatſoever. But be- 
ſides this, the Reaſonableneſs and Ex L 
cellency of the Religion itſelf; its Con- 
ſiſtency with the beſt and trueſt Ap- 
prehenſions Men have of Gop; the 
unſpotted Innocence, the manifeſt Diſ- 
intereſtedneſs, the Godlike Temper and 
Diſpoſition of its Author; together 
with the extraordinary Interpoſitions 
of Providence (without the Concurrence 
of human Means) to countenance and 
ſupport it, will always be to every ſe- 
rious impartial Mind, Arguments of 
ſufficient Weight to embrace, and ſted- 
faſtly 
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(35) 
faſtly to believe it. / And if the Live s of 
Chriſtians were but agreeable to the 
Dottrines of it, it would evidently ap- 
pear, that there need be no more 
perfect Inſtitution of Religion, either 
for the Conduct and Well- government 
of human Life at preſent, or to qua- 
lify us for a State of conſummate Hap- 
pineſs hereafter, „ Tir 1 
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POSTSCRIPT. © 


JJINCE the foregoing Sermon was 
| | preached, and ſome time after de- 
ſigned for the Prefs, I began again 
to 2 with myſelf more ſtri ve whe- 
ther any probable Objection could be made 
to that Account, which I have given of 
ſuch Paſſages of the Old Teftament, which 
are, or ſeem to be, in a ſecondary or typical 
Senſe applied to CHRIS I in the New. 
And upon a Review of The Grounds and Rea- 
ſons, &c. I perceive the Author of that 
Diſcourſe triumphs much in the Ule Se. 
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Gal. n iv. 21, 1 of the Hiſto- 


rical Ay concerning rabam's two Sons, 
Tfaac and Thmeel, (as you may perceive, 
p. TT, 93.) as if it -appeared from thence, 


that the Apoſtle did nat only apply Paſ- 


ſages of the Old Jeſtameni in a ſecondary or 
Bf Soife to CHR 14+; but did ao 
urge them, as concluſive Arguments, in 


Defence of e h the A; 


verfaries of. it. 


1 might be ver Mer ven our Author 
on this Meng, and tell him in few Words, 


That the Inſtance is not to his Purpoſe. Be- 


cauſe the Apoſtle s Diſcourſe, in the Place 
referred to, is not directed to Unbelicvers, 
but to Believers ; not to the Adverſaries of 
Chriitianity, bur to, fuch as admitted JESUS 
to be the CRRIST, and his Doctrine to be 


of Divine Original. A Queſtion had been 


ſtarted in the Church, Whether Gentile Con- 


derte oug lu net to conform We Covenant, 


1 efore. they could Je intitled ta the Privileges of 
e ſecond? Whatever Reaſoning theretore 
> uſes: on this. Head is not to 


our 2 80 . . Nee was to thei py bes 


-hrif tia Ns bere 7 WAL > 
— were uled to remove oubrs = Scru- 
ples, where is 225 admitted. Let the Apo- 
Ales Reaſoniug therefore in this Place be 


lat it ith act will nor. follow by, any 


Means, 4: 5 Fj. ſort © Ne Proof was ever 


\ TED made | 
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made uſe of to eſtabliſh Chriſtianity itſelf; 


much leſs, that "rw: je ap n db. , 
per Reaſoning to bring : Men tothe Faith» of 
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| he Obs 
jection With this Anſwer. , But yet hope 
to make it appear, That the Apoſtle Has 
put no ſecret mit ical Meaning upon that piaia 
Piece of »Hiſtory, referred to by him in his 


Epiſtle to the Galatians; that he argues 


from the plain Fadi itſell, and not from any 
bidden Meaning ſuppoſed to be couched uns 
der it. The Reatoning; I own,"1s not ves 
ryobvious; but a due Conſideration of the 


make it both clear and unexceptionable. 


ws. . 


** 


 milies of the Earth: be blefſed, Gen, xii. 23 30 


The Promiſe, you will eaſily obſerve, cor 
ſiſts of two Parts; the former Part relating 
to his own. Family, that his Deſtendants 
ſhould: become a great Nation, and ſhould: 
be bleſſed ; the latter Part reſpecting tie 


- ( 38 ) 5 N 
Families of the Earth in general, that the 
ſhould be bleſſed in him (that is) in his 
Seed, as it is explained Gen. xxii. 18. In thy 

Seed ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed. 
If we go on to enquire, upon what Con- 
ſideration this -gracious Promiſe was made 
and confirmed to Abraham; the Hiſtorian 


tells us, Gen. xv. 6, That he believed in the 


Lok p, and he counted it to him for Righteouſ- 
weſs. In proceſs of Time Iſhmael was born 
to Abraham of Agar his Bond-woman, Gen, 
XV1. 15. and Abraham ſeemed to defire no 
more, but that the Promiſe of a numerous 
and mighty. Iſſue might be fulfiſſed chro” Iþ- 
mel, Gen. xvu. 18. O that Iſhmael mipht 


live before Ibee But Go D-atlured him, 


That his Covenant or Promiſe, ſhould not 
depend upon Iſhmael, but ſhould: be fufilled 
in Iſaac, My Covenant will I eſtabliſh "with 


Gen. xxi. N 


Haac, v. 21. In Iſaac ſhall thy Seed be called, 


Tusk are the Hiſtorical Facts refer- 
red to. And from them we may obſerve, 
That the former Part of the Promiſe, more 

immediately reſpecting the natural Deſcen- 


dants of abraham, did not ſo unalienably 


belong to his Seed ory to the Fleſh, 
but ſome might be excluded from the pro- 
miſed Blefling, as appears in the Cate of 
Thmaecl. And therefore much leſs unalte- 
rabie muſt their Claim be to the latter Part 
of the Promiſe, which was made to all 
without Diſtinction. In thee ſhall all the Fa- 
milies of the Earth be blefſed, Upon this Ob- 


ſervation, which is very obvious, is the 


: Apoltle's 
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Apoſtle's Argument founded, Rom; i 
6, Cc. Not as-though the Word of G © D hath 

taken none Effect 9 becauſe many. of the Seed 
of | Abraham are excluded. For they are not 
all Iſrael, which are of Iſrael : Neither be- 
cauſe they are the Seed of Abraham, are rhe 
all Children: but in Iſaac ſhall thy Seed be called. 
That u, They which are Children of the Fleſh, 
theſe are not the Children of GO D, (they are 


not reckoned as Children in the Sight of 


GOD) But the Children of the Promiſe (or 
Covenant) are counted for the Seed, This he 
goes on to illuſtrate from the Caſe of = 

mael, and likewiſe from that of Eſaw. _ 


Wx may obſerve further, That with re- 
gard to the latter Part of the Promiſe, the 
the Iſraelites (as ſuch) had no peculiar Title 
thereto. - The Promiſe is general, no Di- 
ſtinction is made of Families, all are equa 
ly included, as St. Paul infers from the 
— Topick, Gal. iii. 28. There u neither 
Jew nor Greek, there à neirher Bond nor Free, 
there x neither Male nor Female ; for ye are al 
_ CHRIST JESUS, the promiſed 


As to the Condition or Qualification 
requiſite to make a Man actual Partaker of 
the promiſed Bleſſing, we may obſerve, 
That Faith in Go p productive of ſincere 
Obedience, was very probably intended 
to be the Means of obtaining the Promiſe ; 
| becauſe it was upon Abrahams Faith that 
the Promiſe was made, and it is expreſsly 
recorded of him, That he believed in Go , 
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who comited it t6 bins for Righttouſneſi, © Af 
ter this manner we find St £ OE PE 


from this Hiſtorical Fae. e W Iz. 


For the | Promiſe, That he ſhoald' be tbe Heir of 


255 World, aud ubt eto Abraham, or to hi Seed 
ri dug the Law, "but: through- the Righteouſneſs 


of Faith. Judging it therefore very rational 
70 ſuppoſe, The hat us Abraham obtained” the 
Promi thro" Faith; fo Mankind ſhould 
be made Partakers of the Bleſſing promiſed, 

thro the ſame Means. For why elſe was 


it recorded? as the Apoſtle argues, ver. 


23. 24. Ie was not written for hu Sale alone 
that it was irmpited te bim; but for ws alſo, to 
whom it ſhall be imputed. As if he had faid, 


cc It was recorded of Abrabam's Faith, = 


« that *twas imputed to him for Righte⸗ 
«© ouſneſs, that Go D was pleaſed with 
c and accepted it, for our Encouragement 


ce to imitate him therein: That when the 


c Promiſe made to him thro' Faith ſhould 


de fulfilled, we thro' Faith might be- 


te come Partakers of it, and hereby ba 
* ny. 1 be imputed to ug __ 


25 to the grand Queſtion: a Whether Cir. 
cumciſion, and the Obſervance of the A- 
ſaic Law (being both of Divine Appoint- 
ment) were not intended to be neceſſar 
Conditions of obtaining the latter Part of 
the Promiſe made to Abraham? The An- 
ſwer is, That nothing like this appears in 


Hiſtory, that therefore the eib Con- 
verts were to blame in inſiſt ing thereupon. 


Thus we find St. Paul arguing, Rom. iv. 


| 95 K ro. We ſey, that Faith WAS reokoned unto 


" Adcaligon 
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Abraham for Righteouſneſs, '. How was it then 

koned? ben b in Circumci ol. 
reckoned ? :when be was in Circumciſion or in 
Duc ircumciſion? Not in Cirrumciſion, but in Lin 


circumciſion. . As Abrabam therefore by Faith 
without Circumciſion pleaſed Go D and 


obtained the Promiſe ; it is not improba- 
ble, that they alſo ſhould obtain the Bleſ- 
ſing Promiſed without Circumciſion, who . 
walk in the Steps of that Faith of our Father 
Abraham, wich he bad yet being uncircum= 
ciſed, v. 12. And the very fame: relogung : 
will hold good with reſpect to the Moſaic 
Law, that the Obſervance thereof could 
not be a neceſſary Condition of obtain- 


ing the general Bleſſing promiſed.. Ac- 


cordingly we find the Apoſtle applying it, 


Gal. Iii. 17. Thy I ſay, The Covenant that was 
confirmed before of 5 in CHRIST (the 
promiſed Seed) the Law, which was Four 
bundred and thirty Years after cannot diſannul, 

that it ſhould make the Promiſe of none Effect. 


Bor might not that Law (you'l ask) 
be made a neceſſary Condition without 
diſannulling the Promiſe? To which 1 
anſwer, That the Nature of the Law it- 
ſelf will determine this Queſtion in the 


Negative. Becauſe it was adapted to the 


particular Circumſtances of the I/-aelites, 

conſidered as a ſeparate People: It was 

given with Deſign to keep them ſeparate, 
uring the corrupt idolatrous State of the 

Gentile World. It was added becauſe of Tranſ- 

greſſions (with which the World abounded) 
till the Seed ſhuld come, to whom the Promiſe 

was made, Gal. iii. — And till then only | 
* | — 
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is very evident; becauſe the Continuance 
of a Law deſigned to keep them ſeparate, 
under a Diſpenſation intended to unite © 
in one Body both *Fews and Gentiles, and 
to make both Partakers of one common 
Bleſſing, is abſurd and ridiculous. The 
very Suppoſition of ſuch a Law, exiſting 
in its full Force and to be continued al. 
ways, would neceſſarily exclude either 
Fews or Gentiles from their Title to that 
common Bleſſing promiſed equally to both. 
For it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe one 
neceſſary Condition of a common Covenant 
to be ſuch, as' obhged them to have no 
Communication with one another. There- 
fore (as the Apoſtle argues, Rom. iv. 14.) 
IF- they which are of the Law be Heirs, (as 
uch) not only Faith * male void, but alfo 
the Promiſe #s made of none Effect: Becauſe the 
Law, which virtually forbids Union be- 
twixt Jews and Gentiles, would . exclude 
the Gentiles from inheriting the Bleſſing 
with them. And ſo vice verſa, If the Gen- 
tiles be Heirs; the Fews. continuing ſtill 
bound by their Laws of Separation, mult 
in Conſequence thereof be excluded from 
partaking of the Inheritance with the Gen- 
tiles. And herein we ſee the Force of that 
Reaſon, which St. Faul gives, why many „ 
of the Fews, who ee for the promiſed t 
Seed, did not obtain the Bleſſing promiſed 0 
thro' him ; Becauſe they ſought it by the Works | 
of the Law, Rom. ix. 32. Which Law, per- 
ſiſted in after the promiſed Seed was come, 
1 


** 


ſerved rather to exclude them from it. 
Hereby like wiſe we underſtand, why ſub- 
. | jection 


JO 


CE): 


jection to the Law was reckoned a State 


of Bondage, Gal. iv. 3, 9. under which the 
Tews were ſaid to be kept ſhut up, Gal. iii. 


23. not only, as the Law conſiſted of ma- 


ny burdenſome and (in their own Nature) 
needieſs Ordinances ; but alfo, as it de- 


_ * tained them, (fo long as it continued in 
Force) from inheriting the promiſed Bleſ- 
ſing. | Ee RITA 


Hence itis, that St. Paul, in the dif- 


puted Paſſage, Gal. iv. 21, Cc. compares 


the Caſe of the Fews, perſiſting in the 
Law, to that of Iſhmael. Iſhmael could not 


be Heir according to the fir/# Part of the . 


Promiſe ; becauſe, tho' he was the Seed of 
Abraham, he was ſo by a Bond-woman; and 
the Son of the Bond-woman was not to inherit 


With the Son of the Free-woman : The Iſraelites, 


likewiſe conſidered as a People ſeparated 
by their Law from the Reſt of the World, 


could not, as ſuch, be Partakers of the la- 


ter Part of the Promiſe, which was intended 
to unite all Men in one Body, and make 


them Partakers of one common Bleſſing. 


As in the firſt Caſe, there was a natural 


Inperfection, by which Iſhmael was excluded: 


So 1n the latter, there was a moral one, by 
which the Jens excluded themſelves ; for 
tying themſelves, up ſtrictly to their Laws 
of N they were diſqualified to 
artake of a Covenant, which in its own 
ature could admit of no Separation at 


all. Whilſt the Law therefore was their 
Mother, their Caſe might juſtly be com- 


pared to that of Iſhmael, the Son of the 


N Bond- 


1 


* 


1 # 


- Bond-woman, -who, 2 ſuch) had no Ti- 
dle to inherit. This led the Apoſtle in the 
Paſſage no before us to draw a Parallel 
between the one Caſe and the other. Far 
from ſaying, That by Iſaac, and Jhmael, in 
the Book of Moſes, were meant the Two 
- Covenants; far from ſuggeſting, that any 
_ - Jeeret. fin Meaning was couched under 
that plain Nere of Hiſtory ; he argues (as 


is uſual) from one parallel Caſe to ano- 


A ther, and illuſtrates. the Caſe in Diſpute 
by its Correſpondency to a known Caſe, 
that was out of Diſpute. 8 
Aqccoxbrxatx the Apoſtle's Meaning 
may be explained taus, v. 21. © I preſume 


ee that ycu, who deſire to be under the 


„ Law, are acquainted with it. v. 22. 
76 Conſider then what is written con- 


7, cerning Abraham's Iwo Sons, Iſaac and 


ee mae, one of which he had by a 
„ Bond- woman, the other by a Free- wo- 


c man. v. 23. The one excluded from in- 


et heriting, as Son of a Bond-woman ; the 


dee other, as Son of the Free- woman, in- 


e heriting by Covenant, or Promiſe. v. 
. 24. This Caſe is parallel to, and may 
+ © (by a Figure with which Men uſe to 


c expreſs one Thing by another) be made 
7 to repreſent the Two Covenants. : The 


e one from Mount. Sinai, viz... The legal 
Covenant, thro' which the Unbeleiving 
% Fews are ſtill in a State of Bondage, by 


its Laws of Separation ſhut, up, and 


„ during their Subjection thereto diſqua- 


F lified to inherit the general Bleſſing. 
nn ET e & Their | 
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ce Their G therefore e che Law | 
cc jg like that of 1 


el through Ag 
cc Verſe 27. The then of 4 
cc and her. fon” nfs to EF "2 


ce State of Feruſalems formed n the 


ce L Covenant, for thro it ihe is in 

ce — * e with her Children. v. $i But 6g | 
i Feral ale which is from Above; or the 
ew State formed upon the ſecond Com 


cc venant, is free, wherein there is no 


“ Diſtinction of Families, no Laws of Se- 
« paration; but as common Parent of us 


cc all, takes in all Nations, all che Fami- 


cc lies of the Earth, as Heirs of one com- 
ce mon Bleſſing. v. 27. Wherefore aiab 
cc foretelli 2. glorious Increaſe of the 
« Church cher Go A cbap. Hv. 1, Cr. breaks 


cc forth, and lays, Rejoyce thou Barren tba 
ce beareſt mor; break forth and cry, thou that 


cc travaileſt not: for the Deſolate hath: many 
«© more Children than ſhe 2hich hath an Huſ=- 
« band. ver. 28, We then, Brethren, and 
« all that embrace it through Faith, as 
ce Iſaac was, are Heirs according to Pro- 


c miſe, ver. 29. But the unbelievin Jens 


cc reſemble the excluded Son in Re- 


c ſpecs; for as then Eſau, that was born 


c Ae the Fleſh, perſecuted Jacob, that 
« was born after the Spirit; S0 z 7 | 
ce themſelves upon being of the Seed 
8 of” Abrabam according to the Fleſh, are 
« for maintaining ſtrictly their Laws of 
« Separation, — would "thereby exclude. 
«© you, to whom the Promiſe equally be- 
« ſongs; but by that very Means they 
< are All in a State of Bondage, and 


«what: the Scripture ſays; 85 Wich Reſpect 
0 to 2 1s juftly applicable to chem, 
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_ but 18 üſtifed therein by the con- 
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